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SUBJECT: LAO NEWSPAPER REPORTS PRESIDENT FORD'S CONDOLENCES 
ON MAO DEATH 

REF VIENTIANE 2175 

1 . LAO VERNACULAR NEWSPAPER "VIENTIANE MAI" SEPTEMBER 1 1 
CARRIED BRIEF SQUIB IN PAGE TWO NEWS IN BRIEF COLUMN REPORTING 
THAT PRESIDENT FORD HAD PRAISED CHAIRMAN MAO, SAYING THAT HE 
WAS A GREAT MAN IN HISTORY AND THAT AMERICAN PEOPLE WOULD 
NEVER FORGET THAT, BECAUSE OF MAO, CHINA AND AMERICA HAD STOPPED 
BEING ENEMIES. 

2. SQUIB ON PRESIDENT’S CONDOLENCES WAS CARRIED THIRD IN NEWS 
IN BRIEF COLUMN. FIRST ITEM REPORTED THAT CHINESE AND PRO- 
GRESSIVE PEACE-LOVING PEOPLES EXPRESSED SORROW AT MAO DEATH AND 
SECOND ITEM REPORTED MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCES FROM LAO LEADERS. 
AFTER ITEM ON PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT, NEXT ITEM MENTIONED PRESIDENT 
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3. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST LAO PRESS ITEM WE HAVE NOTICED 

IN SEVERAL MONTHS REPORTING ANY NEWS FROM THE U.S. STRAIGHT, 
MUCH LESS FAVORABLY. PRESUMABLY "VIENTIANE MAI" PICKED UP THE 
REPORT FROM THE ACCOUNT OF THE PRESIDENT S STATEMENT IN THE USIS 
DAILY BULLETIN OF THE PREVIOUS DAY, SEPTEMBER 10, WHICH WAS 
SENT TO "VIENTIANE MAI", AS IT IS REGULARLY. 

4. "VIENTIANE MAI" IS THE ONLY SUPPOSEDLY PRIVATE DAILY 
PAPER APPEARING IN VIENTIANE. IT IS PUBLISHED NEITHER BY THE 
GOVERNMENT NOR THE PARTY, ALTHOUGH IT REGULARLY FOLLOWS THE 
PARTY LINE AND IN A COMMUNIST COUNTRY PRESUMABLY IS CLOSELY 
CONTROLLED. 

5. INTERESTINGLY, ON SEPTEMBER 9, THE PRIVATE OFFICE WHICH 
TRANSLATES THE VERNACULAR PRESS INTO FRENCH FOR THE BENEFIT OF 
FOREIGNERS REPORTED THAT THE SEPTEMBER 9 ISSUE OF "VIENTIANE MAI" 
HAD BEEN RECALLED FROM DISTRIBUTION. NO EXPLANATION WAS GIVEN, 
AND WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO OBTAIN ONE. 

6. THE STRAIGHT REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT, COMPARED 
TO THE USUAL CRITICISMS OF THE U.S. TAKEN FROM TASS. COULD 
CONCEIVABLY GET "VIENTIANE MAI" IN TROUBLE AGAIN. 
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